


How to Recognize False 

Teachers

1. They Teach False Doctrine.          (17)

2. They Cause Dissention in the Church.       (17)

3. They are Slaves to their own Appetites (Not Christ)   (18)

4. They Deceive you with Smooth and Flattering words  (18)



A few False Teachers

Joel Osteen
Steven Furtick
Joyce Meyers
New Apostolic Reformation
Bill Johnson
Kenneth Copeland
Todd White 
Benny Hinn.
Mark Driscoll
Jen Hatmaker
Hillsong (Brian Houston)
Andy Stanley

Mike Todd
Christine Cain
Perry Noble
Paula White
International House of Prayer (IHOP)



How to RESPOND to False 

Teachers

1. Keep an Eye Out for them.          (17)

2. Turn Away from Them.           (17)

3. Be Wise in what is Good, Innocent in what is Evil   (19)



Romans 16:17—19 

17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause 
dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you 
learned, and turn away from them. 

18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own 
appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive 
the hearts of the unsuspecting.

19 For the report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore I 
am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good and 
innocent in what is evil.



Col 2:8 “See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition 
of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.” 

2 Tim. 4:3-5 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from 
the truth and will turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things…” 

1 John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out 
into the world.”



3 very quick ways to see if 

a person is a false 

teacher 

1. If ANY of their “Prophecies” do not come true—perfectly/obviously.  -

✓ Deut. 18:20-22 ‘But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name 
which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of 
other gods, that prophet shall die.’ “You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know 
the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ “When a prophet speaks in the name of 
the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the 
LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be 
afraid of him.



3 very quick ways to see if 

a person is a false 

teacher 

2. They use the phrase, “God said/spoke/appeared/vision”.

✓ Hebrews 1:1-2 “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets 
in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in 
His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the world.”

1. If ANY of their “Prophecies” do not come true—Their false.



Jeremiah 23:25-32

“I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy 
falsely in My name, saying, ‘I had a dream, I had a dream!’ 
“How long? Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets 
who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the 
deception of their own heart, who intend to make My people 
forget My name by their dreams which they relate to one 
another, just as their fathers forgot My name because of 
Baal? “The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, 
but let him who has My word speak My word in truth. 



3 very quick ways to see if 

a person is a false 

teacher 

1. If ANY of their “Prophecies” do not come true—perfectly/obviously.

2. They use the phrase, “God said/spoke/appeared/vision”.

✓ Lam. 2:14 “Your prophets have seen for you False and foolish visions; And they have not exposed 
your iniquity So as to restore you from captivity, But they have seen for you false and misleading 
oracles.”

✓ Jere. 6:13-14 ““For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is greedy for 
gain, And from the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. “They have healed the 
brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace.”

3. They ONLY preach/teach good thing.
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Turn away from them!

There was a young lady from Niger.
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger.

They returned from the ride
With the lady inside.

And the smile on the face of the tiger.

Prov. 4:14-15 “Do not enter the path of the wicked And do not proceed 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, do not pass by it; Turn away from it 
and pass on.”



Turn to

2 Chron. 18:1-16

2 Chron. 19:-12
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Eph. 5:6-11  “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because 
of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them; for you were 
formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children 
of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead 
even expose them;”



“Satan’s greatest ambassadors are not pimps, politicians, or power-brokers, but 

pastors. His priests do not peddle a different religion, but a deadly perversion of the 

true one. His troops do not make a full-out frontal assault, but work as agents, 

sneaking into the opposing army. Satan’s tactics are studied, clever, predictable, 

effective. Therefore, we must always remain vigilant. “Beware of false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize 

them by their fruits” 
              Tim Challies 
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