


3 Truths about the early 

church that serve as 

examples to us today.

1. The Love and Unity of the Saints toward each other.
2. The Service of the Saints toward each other. 
3. The Diversity of the saints in the Church.



Romans 16:1—16 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at 
Cenchrea; that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that 
you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also 
been a helper of many, and of myself as well. 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who for my life risked their own necks, to 
whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles; also greet the church that is 
in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert to Christ from Asia. Greet Mary, 
who has worked hard for you. Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, 
who are outstanding among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. Greet Ampliatus, my 
beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. Greet 
Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. Greet 
Herodion, my kinsman. Greet those of the household of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. Greet 
Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the beloved, who has worked hard in the 
Lord. Greet Rufus, a choice man in the Lord, also his mother and mine. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, 
Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brethren with them. Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his 
sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.



Romans 16:1 

1. I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea; 
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Romans 16:1 

1. I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea; 

2 that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of 
the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she 
may have need of you; for she herself has also been a 
helper of many, and of myself as well.





Romans 16:3

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in 
Christ Jesus, 



Turn to Acts 18

• 1 Cor. 16:19

• 2 Tim. 4:19

Always bring your bible ☺



Romans 16:3-5a 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 

4 who for my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I 
give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles; 

5  also greet the church that is in their house. 



Romans 16:5b-6

5 ……Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert 
to Christ from Asia. 

6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.



Romans 16:7

7 Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and my fellow 
prisoners, who are outstanding among the apostles, who also 
were in Christ before me. 



Romans 16:8-15

11 Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet those of the household of Narcissus, who are in 
the Lord. 
12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the beloved, who 
has worked hard in the Lord. 
13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in the Lord, also his mother and mine. 
14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brethren with them. 
15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who 
are with them.

8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 
9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 
10 Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the 
household of Aristobulus. 



Mark 15:20-21 

20 After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him and 
put His own garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him. 

21 They pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, 
Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross.



Romans 16:8-15

11 Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet those of the household of Narcissus, who are in 
the Lord. 
12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Greet Persis the beloved, who 
has worked hard in the Lord. 
13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in the Lord, also his mother and mine. 
14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brethren with them. 
15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who 
are with them.

8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 
9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. 
10 Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the 
household of Aristobulus. 



Romans 16:16 

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches 
of Christ greet you.



“The practice of embracing and kissing friends on the forehead or cheek was 
common in OT times.  Men would sometimes be kissed on the beard.  Such 
kisses were in no way romantic, much less erotic, and kissing on the mouth 
was rare, except for married couples.  Kissing was common among relatives 
and close friends, especially when they first came together after a long 
separation and when they departed, as is common today.  To kiss a person of 
high position was a sign of honor and respect.”

MacArthur Bible Commentary, Romans.

“The NT church, at first composed primarily of Jews, carried on the traditional practice of kissing 
among relatives and close friends.  Because many new believers were made outcasts by their 
biological families, the spiritual kinship of Christians became all the dearer and was frequently 
manifested by what came to be called a holy kiss. Paul admonished believers in Rome to maintain 
the practice when they would greet cone another.” 



1 Cor. 16:20 “All the brethren greet you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss.”

2 Cor. 13:12 “Greet one another with a holy kiss.”

1 Thess. 5:26   “Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.”

1 Peter 5:14 “Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all 
who are in Christ.”



MacArthur Bible Commentary, Romans.

“In our own day, there is also danger of certain physical 
signs of affection being misunderstood and abused.  
Those dangers have always existed and will continue to 
exist until the Lord’s return.  But, if practiced with 
sensible discretion, a loving embrace and a truly holy kiss 
that reflect genuine, heartfelt love between Christians 
should not be jettisoned simply because of possible 
misunderstanding or misuse.” 



3 Truths about the early 

church that serve as 

examples to us today.

1. The Love and Unity of the Saints toward each other.
2. The Service of the Saints toward each other. 
3. The Diversity of the saints in the Church.
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