


8 Characteristics 

of a good shepherd

1. He is Bold  (v.15)
2. He Reminds (v. 15)
3. He Ministers (v.16)
4. He Offers (v. 16)
5. He Does Not Boast. (v. 17-18)
6. He Exhorts (v. 18)
7. He is an Example (v. 18)
8. He is Tireless (v. 19)



Romans 15:14—21 
14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish 
one another. 
15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, 
because of the grace that was given me from God, 

16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my 
offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God. 
18 For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting 
in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed, 
19 in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about 
as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
20 And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build 
on another man’s foundation; 
21 but as it is written, “THEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM SHALL SEE, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD 
SHALL UNDERSTAND.”



Romans 15:14-15

15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as 
to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me 
from God, 

14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also 
am convinced that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also 
to admonish one another. 

• Bold:  Daring, audacious, fearless.



We need to be reminded

1 Corinthians 4:17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who 
is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you 
of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every 
church.

2 Timothy. 1:6 For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands.

2 Peter 1:12-15 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even 
though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is 
present with you. I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you 
up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will also be diligent 
that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.



From doubtful to doubtless, the threefold 
progression of the faith of Thomas.

1) Proof Needed (v. 24-25)
2) Proof Provided (v. 26-27)
3) Faith Proclaimed (v. 28)



An Easter Reminder

26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, 
the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach 
here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 
28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they 
who did not see, and yet believed.”

John 20:24-29 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 

25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into 
the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 



Getting to know Thomas

John 11:16  “Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him.”



Getting to know Thomas

John 14:1–6 

3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 
to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4“And you know the 
way where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know 
where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.

1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe 
also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling 
places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you. 



An Easter Reminder

26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, 
the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach 
here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 
28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they 
who did not see, and yet believed.”

John 20:24-29 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 

25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said 
to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into 
the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 



From doubtful to doubtless, the threefold 
progression of the faith of Thomas.

1) Proof Needed (v. 24-25)
2) Proof Provided (v. 26-27)
3) Faith Proclaimed (v. 28)



Undeniable Proof has 

been furnished

2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to 
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us—
3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. 
4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.

1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life—

1 John 1:1-4
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