


The Judicial Hardening of God

Or

Consequences to Rejecting Jesus

1. Spirit of Stupor (v. 8)

2. Eyes/Ears that don’t see/hear (v. 8, 10)

3. Made “their table” a snare and trap. (v. 9)

4. Bent their backs.  (v. 10)



Romans 11:1-11

1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I 
too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God 
has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against 
Israel? 

3 “Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE 
AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE.” 4 But what is the divine response to him? “I HAVE KEPT 
for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.” 5 In the same way 
then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 7 
What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, 
and the rest were hardened; 8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO 
SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.” 9And David says, “LET THEIR TABLE 
BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 10“LET 
THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS FOREVER.”



Romans 11:5-10

7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen 
obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 

8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO 
HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.” 

9 And David says, “LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK 
AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 

10 “LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS FOREVER.”

5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time 
a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 

6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace. 



*It is the prerogative of God to harden 

the hearts of the people who reject Him.



Romans 11:8

• Paul Quotes Isaiah 29:10 (1st half) and Deuteronomy 29:4 (2nd half)

• Isaiah 29:9-10 “Be delayed and wait, Blind yourselves and be blind; They 
become drunk, but not with wine, They stagger, but not with strong drink. For 
the LORD has poured over you a spirit of deep sleep…”

8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, 
EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS 
VERY DAY.” 



1 Samuel 26:12

“So David took the spear and the jug of water from beside Saul’s head, 
and they went away, but no one saw or knew it, nor did any awake, for 
they were all asleep, because a sound sleep from the LORD had fallen 
on them.”



Consequences to Rejecting Jesus

1. Spirit of Stupor (v. 8)



Romans 11:8

• Deuteronomy 29:4 (2nd half)

• “And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “You have seen all that the 
LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants 
and all his land; the great trials which your eyes have seen, those great signs 
and wonders. “Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor 
eyes to see, nor ears to hear.”

8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, 
EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS 
VERY DAY.” 



Romans 11:8

8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, 
EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS 
VERY DAY.” 



Matthew 13:11-16

“For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever 
does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. “Therefore I speak to them in 
parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. “In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘YOU WILL KEEP 
ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT 
PERCEIVE; FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY 
SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH 
THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND 
I WOULD HEAL THEM.’ “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because 
they hear.

And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in 
parables?” Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
granted. 



“The ability to comprehend spiritual truths is a gracious gift 
from God, sovereignly bestowed on the elect.  The 
reprobate ones…are passed over.  They reap the natural 
consequences of their own unbelief and rebellion—spiritual 
blindness.”  MBC



Consequences for Rejecting Jesus

1. Spirit of Stupor (v. 8)

2. Eyes/Ears that don’t see/hear (v. 8, 10)

3. Made “their table” a snare and trap. (v. 9)



9  And David says, “LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND 
A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 

10  “LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS 
FOREVER.”

Romans 11:9-10



1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 

“For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord 
will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, 
“Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them 
suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they 
will not escape.”



Consequences to Rejecting Jesus

1. Spirit of Stupor (v. 8)

2. Eyes/Ears that don’t see/hear (v. 8, 10)

3. Made “their table” a snare and trap. (v. 9)

4. Bent their backs.  (v. 10)



10  “LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS 
FOREVER.”

Romans 11:10



What an opportunity!

Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found.  Call upon 
Him while HE is near.”



Consequences to Rejecting Jesus

1. Spirit of Stupor (v. 8)

2. Eyes/Ears that don’t see/hear (v. 8, 10)

3. Made “their table” a snare and trap. (v. 9)

4. Bent their backs.  (v. 10)



Ezekiel 33:11

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked 
turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’”


