


A Biblical Response to 

the Lost.



1) We should have a heart to see them saved. (v. 1)

2) We should Pray for them (v. 1)

3) We should Sympathize/Empathize with their plight. (v. 2)

4) We should Guard against their errors. (v. 3)

A Biblical Responses to the Lost



Romans 10:1-3

2  For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge. 

3  For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God

.

1  Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God 
for them is for their salvation. 



General Outline of 

these chapters

A. Israel’s Past (Ch. 9)

B. Israel’s Present (Ch. 10)

C. Israel’s Future. (Ch. 11)



vv. 1-14 The “Why” they’re stumbling.
vv. 15ff What is our responsibility.

Chapter 10
Israel present



Romans 10:1-3

2  For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge. 

3  For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God

.

1  Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God 
for them is for their salvation. 



#1 Compassion for the lost

Matt. 9:36 “Seeing the people, He felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd.”

Matt. 9:37-38  “Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to 
send out workers into His harvest.”



#1 Compassion for the lost

Luke 19:41 “When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the 
city and wept over it..”

Luke 19:42-44 “saying, ‘If you had known in this day, even you, the things 
which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 
“For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a 
barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 
and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and 
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not 
recognize the time of your visitation.”



Romans 10:1-3

2  For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge. 

3  For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God

.

1  Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God 
for them is for their salvation. 



#2 Pray for the lost

Matt 5:44 “love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.”

Job 42:8 “Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, 
and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves, 
and My servant Job will pray for you. For I will accept him so that I may 
not do with you according to your folly, because you have not spoken of 
Me what is right, as My servant Job has.” 

Job 42:10 “The LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his 
friends, and the LORD increased all that Job had twofold.” 



Why pray if God is sovereign?

✓ Prayer is one of the means which God has ordained to 
accomplish His purposes.  In other words God uses 
your prayers to accomplish His will.

“Believers are to pray for and witness to all unbelievers, knowing that God 
will faithfully save those who believe in His Son.  God’s redemptive program 
is not one dimensional.  To isolate God’s sovereign choice from the believers 
personal faith is to foolishly and presumptuously separate what God has 
inextricably united.  A theology that does not reflect genuine, heartfelt 
compassion for the lost and a deep desire for their salvation is a theology 
that is unbiblical.” MacArthur Bible Commentary: Romans



Romans 10:1-3

2  For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 
accordance with knowledge. 

3  For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God

.

1  Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God 
for them is for their salvation. 



Paul before salvation

Phil 3:4-6 “although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a 
mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.”

Acts 9:1-2 “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound 
to Jerusalem.”

Gal 1:13-14 “For you have heard of my former manner of life in 
Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure 
and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of 
my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely 
zealous for my ancestral traditions.”



1) We should have a heart to see them saved. (v. 1)

2) We should Pray for them (v. 1)

3) We should Sympathize/Empathize with their plight. (v. 2)
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#3 Sympathize

you were once like them

“…But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;”

Eph 2:1-8 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 
sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 
of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 



I. 1 Cor. 15:9 “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace 
of God I am what I am.”  55AD

II. Eph 3:8 “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to 
preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ.” 60AD

III. 1 Tim. 1:15  “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I 
am foremost of all. Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as 
an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.” 

62AD

How Paul viewed himself
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