


2 Foundation Biblical 

Truths

1. God is sovereign of over ALL things and 
providentially moves all things according to His 
will…this includes salvation.

✓ Isaiah 46:9-10 ““Remember the former things long past, For I 
am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one 
like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from 
ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, ‘My 
purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good 
pleasure”  

✓ (see also Eph 1:11; Rom. 9:15, 11:33; and Heb. 11:33)



2 Foundation Biblical 

Truths

2. We are held accountable for our actions and 
choices we make in life.  Held accountable for 
accepting or rejecting Jesus Christ.

✓ Deut. 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing 
and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you 
and your descendants”

✓ James 1:14 “But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust.”



Acts 2:23 “…This Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 
godless men and put Him to death.”

1 Sam 2:25 “…But they would not listen to the voice of their father, 
for the LORD desired to put them to death.”

Sometimes even in the same 

passage…



Paradoxes of 

Nature/Science

➢ Mpemba Effect:  Hot water can freeze faster than cold water.

➢ Lombards Paradox:  When rising to stand from a sitting or squatting position, both 

the hamstring and the quadricep muscles contract at the same time, despite their 

being antagonists to each other.

➢ Paradox enrichment: Increasing food in an ecosystem can actually increase death.

➢ Faraday Paradox:  Nitric Acid has more power to corrode steal when diluted than 

when in its purest form.

➢ Tritone Paradox:  (auditory illusion).  A sequentially played pair of Shepard Tones is 

heard as ascending by some people and descending by others.



Which middle line is longer?



2 Foundation Biblical 

Truths

1. “God from all eternity, did, by the most wise 
and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and 
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to 
pass….” (Westminster Confession of Faith. 3.1)



2 Foundation Biblical 

Truths

2. We are responsible, held accountable for the 
things we do.  Our choices are real choices.  Your 
choices are your own and God holds you 
accountable for them.

✓ “God causes us to choose Christ voluntarily” Wayne Grudem.



Salvation not a work 

of Man—But of God 

who chooses.

• Israel No Exception
a) v. 6 A Group within a Group
b) v. 7 Not based on Ancestry/Physical descendancy
c) vv. 8-10 Must be a child of the Promise (through a miracle of birth)
d) vv. 11-13 God chooses According to HIS will.



9  For this is the word of promise: “AT THIS TIME I WILL COME, AND SARAH SHALL HAVE 
A SON.” 

10  And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one 
man, our father Isaac; 

11  for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so 
that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but 
because of Him who calls, 

12  it was said to her, “THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.” 
13  Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.”

6  But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel 
who are descended from Israel; 

7  nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: 
“THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.” 

8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the 
children of the promise are regarded as descendants. 

Romans 9:6-13



Questions to answer 1
st

1) Who is the Israel of v. 6

2) Who are the “Children of God/Promise” in v. 8

3) What is Paul getting at in his OT quotations in vv. 9, 12, 13?  What 

exactly is the point he is trying to get across with them?  Is it that 

he is using them to show that the line of the blessing of God ran 

from Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob?  And that God is going to 

provide for them abundant blessings and land, and a nation?



1. I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 

2. that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 

3. For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated 
from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh, 

Romans 9:1-3

the context



The Context

• Is Salvation!

• And not just ANYONE’s salvation.  But the salvation of his 
Jewish brothers and sisters.



Questions

1. Who is the “Israel” of v. 6

✓ That should be simple now.
✓ It’s Israel.
✓ NOT the church.
✓ Individual Israelites or the nation?
✓ Yes!



• Mentioned over 2000 times in the Bible.
• 73 times in the NT.
• In the OVERWHELMING majority of cases (all?!) it is CLEARLY

referring to the nation of Israel or individual groups of Jews.

“Israel”

• There are only two instances where there might be ANY question.
• Here (mentioned 8 more times in Romans—clearly referring to Israel the nation or its people.

• Galatians 6:16  “And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy 
be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”  (believing jews) 



Church and Israel distinction

Conflating the two can lead to significant hermeneutical and interpretive 
problems, in which promises and directives given specifically to the nation of 
Israel are spiritualized or allegorized and incorrectly applied to Gentile believers 
in the church.  Though God is working through the international church in this 
present age (Gal. 3:28; Col 3:11), and though the church shares in the blessings 
of the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:3-8; Heb 8:7-13; 9:15), in the future 
God will again turn his attention to the nation of Israel in fulfillment of his 

promises tot them (Rom. 11:25-26; cf. Dn 9:24-27).”  

Biblical Doctrine.  Mayhue, MacArthur ed.  P. 749

“Because the NT distinguishes between the church and Israel, 
it is necessary for believers to maintain that same distinction. 



Questions

2. Who are the “Children of God/Promise”

✓ Always refers to believers (Jew or Gentile).
✓ Here specifically to Jewish believers.
✓ Why?

✓ Not only the context, but Paul immediately in the next verse 
begins to talk about the OT Promise to Sarah by God.  
Pointing back to the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham 
and to his offspring. 

✓ The question is asked: “But it is not as though the Word of 
God has failed…..

✓ Failed for who?  Gentiles?  No, the Jews.



Questions

3. What point is Paul trying to get across with 
his scripture references?  What is he trying to 
prove?

✓ These text are specifically pulled out by Paul because they illustrate 
God’s prerogative to sovereignly choose one person over another.

✓ The Promise of God HAS to mean something more than physical 
blessing, or becoming a nation, or having children.

✓ Why?
✓ Because all of those things were given to Ishmael AND Esau and they 

were not children of the “Promise.”
✓ Paul uses these scripture references as a picture of eternal salvation.
✓ Types if you will (Isaac/Jacob vs. Ishmail/Esau)



But this position fails to recognize the distinction between the church 

and Israel that is maintained throughout the NT. (cf 1 Cor. 10:32).  The 

NT presents the church as a new entity (Eph 2:15), a mystery not fully 

revealed until this age (Eph 3:1-6; 5:32; Col 1:26-27).  This is 

consistent with Jesus’ description of the church as a reality that, prior 

to his death and resurrection, was yet future (Matt 16:18).”  Sys Theo 748 JM

Replacement Theology

“Replacement theology (also called supersessionism) 
insist that the church is the new Israel.  According to this 
view, the blessings promised to the Jewish nation in the 
OT have been entirely transferred to the church.


