
The Virgin Birth of Christ
Responses to Messiah

Matthew 2:1-23



Outline
1. The Seekers (Magi )

2. The Haters (Herod)

3. The Believers (Joseph and Mary)

4. The Indifferents (Chief Priests + Scribes)



Matthew 2:1-15

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and 
have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 
Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 6 
'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST 
AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME 
FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.' " 7 Then Herod 
secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so 
that I too may come and worship Him." 9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they 
had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child 
with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to 
return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.



Matthew 2:13-23
13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the 
Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to 
destroy Him." 14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
"OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."

16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male 
children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 
determined from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 18 "A VOICE 
WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING FOR 
HER CHILDREN; AND SHE REFUSED * TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY 
WERE NO MORE." 19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, and said, 20 "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the 
Child's life are dead." 21 So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after 
being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This 
was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene."



Matthew 2:1-2
“1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 

2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw 
His star in the east and have come to worship Him." 



Matthew 7:13-14   “Enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide
and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it.  For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life and 
there are few who find it.”

Deut. 4:28-28 “There you will serve gods, the work of man’s hands, wood and 
stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell.  But from there you will 
seek the LORD your God and you will find Him if you search for Him with all 
your heart and all your soul.” 



Matthew 2:9-10
9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which 
they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and 
stood over the place where the Child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 



Matthew 2:11

11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His 
mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 



Matthew 2:12

12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi 
left for their own country by another way.



That’s the Seeker

1.Seek diligently, honestly, looking for Messiah.  
Following the signs, asking questions in pursuit of the 
truth.
2.And when they FIND Him, There is joy
inexpressible, worship, honor, and obedience to God 
rather than men.



Matthew 2:3-18
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has 
been written by the prophet: 6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS 
LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A 
RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.' " 7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined 
from them the exact time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and 
when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him." 9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and 
the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; 
and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 13 
Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His 
mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him." 14 S o Joseph 
got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."
Herod Slaughters Babies
16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who
were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 



That’s the Hater

1.Vicious and venomous toward Christ and His people.
2.Seeking to eliminate Him and His influence from 
society so that He (they) might live as they please in 
their own lusts.  They will NOT have Him rule over 
them, so they seek to destroy Him.



That’s the Believer

1.Trusting and Obedient to the Word of God even 
when it is Hard.  And it will be hard.  God does not 
promise a life of ease to His servants.  Faithfull 
obedience is the mark of all that love the Lord.



Matthew 2:1-6
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from 
the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? 
For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 
6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO 
MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT 
OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD 
MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.' " 



Revelation 3:14-15

“The angel of the church in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, 
says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I 
wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you are lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.”.



That’s the Indifferent

They don’t exert any effort to know truth or search for truth.  
The things of this world and the affairs of this world are more 
important to them.  They might even be religious and know 
Scripture but they are detached from it, disinterested and 
unconcerned.
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