


Romans 8:14-17

New Status—Abundant Blessings.

1. The Spirit leads you. (v. 14)
2. You are adopted as sons. (v. 15)
3. You can cry out “Abba Father.” (v. 15)
4. The Spirit testifies on your behalf.    (v. 16)
5. You are a child of God and heir (v. 17)
6. Suffering is all part of it! (v. 17)



Romans 8:14—17

16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 

17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may 
also be glorified with Him.

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God. 

15  For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, “Abba! Father!” 



Romans 8:12—13

12  So then, brethren, we are under obligation, 
not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—

13  for if you are living according to the flesh, 
you must die; but if by the Spirit you are 
putting to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live.



Romans 8:14—17

16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 

17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may 
also be glorified with Him.

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God. 

15  For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, “Abba! Father!” 



”He leadeth me…”

Psalm 23 “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes 
me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 
He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My 
cup overflows. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me 
all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever.

Prov. 16:9 “The mind of man plans his way, But the 
LORD directs his steps.



”He leadeth me…”

Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not 
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
Him, And He will make your paths straight.”

Isaiah 63:14 “As the cattle which go down into the 
valley, The Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So 
You led Your people, To make for Yourself a glorious 
name.”

Isaiah 30:21 “Your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the 
way, walk in it,”  whenever you turn to the right or to the left.” 



Romans 8:14-17

16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 

17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may 
also be glorified with Him.

14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God. 

15  For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, “Abba! Father!” 



Have no fear

Rom. 8:15 [NLT] “So, you have not received a 

spirit that makes you fearful slaves.  Instead, 

you received God’s Spirit when he adopted 

you as his own children.”

1 John 4:17-19  By this, love is perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He 
is, so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, 
and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, 
because He first loved us.



Adoption into the kings house

2 Samuel 9

Then David said, “Is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show 
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” Now there was a servant of the house of 
Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David; and the king said to 
him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” The king said, “Is there 
not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness of 
God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is 
crippled in both feet.” 

So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the house of Machir 
the son of Ammiel in Lo-debar.” Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the 
son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and 
fell on his face and prostrated himself. And David said, “Mephibosheth.” And he said, “Here is your 
servant!” David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your 
father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my 
table regularly.” Again he prostrated himself and said, “What is your servant, that you should regard a 
dead dog like me?” Then the king called Saul’s servant Ziba and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul 
and to all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. “You and your sons and your servants shall 
cultivate the land for him, and you shall bring in the produce so that your master’s grandson may have 
food; nevertheless Mephibosheth your master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.” Now Ziba
had fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king 
commands his servant so your servant will do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table as one of the 
king’s sons.



“….being crippled in both feet, Mephibosheth was helpless to render David 
any significant service; he would only accept his sovereigns bounty.  The 
very name Mephibosheth means “a shameful thing” and he had lived for a 
number of years in Lo-debar, which means ‘the barren land” (Lit. “no 
pasture).  David brought this outcast to dine at his table as his own son and 
graciously granted him a magnificent inheritance to which he was no longer 
legally entitled.”  John MacArthur Commentary

“In many ways, David’s adoption of Mephibosheth pictures 
God’s adoption of believers.  David took the initiative in seeking 
out Mephibosheth and bringing him to the palace…”



Romans 8:15

15  For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry 
out, “Abba! Father!” 



Call out to Abba 

Father

Psalm 33:17  “The righteous cry, and the LORD hears and delivers 
them out of all their troubles.”

Psalm 34:6  “This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him and 
saved him out of all his troubles.”

Psalm 34:17-19  “The righteous cry, and the LORD hears And 
delivers them out of all their troubles. The LORD is near to the 
brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit. Many are 
the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of 
them all.”



Romans 8:14-17

New Status—Abundant Blessings.

1. The Spirit leads you. (v. 14)
2. You are adopted as sons. (v. 15)
3. You can cry out “Abba Father.” (v. 15)
4. The Spirit testifies on your behalf. (v. 16)
5. You are a child of God and heir (v. 17)
6. Suffering is all part of it! (v. 17)


