
Chapter 6:12-14



When it comes to sin:

1. You MUST not let it Reign (v. 12)
2. You MUST not Serve it (v. 13a)
3. You MUST serve God instead (v. 13b-14)



Romans 6:12-14

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 

13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to 
sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under 
law but under grace.



Romans 6:12

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 

✓ It implies a struggle.
✓ It implies a responsibility.
✓ It tells us that victory IS possible (why else make the statement?)



Romans 6:12

“The conclusion to be drawn…is not that, secure In God’s gracious 
decision for them, they may go on contentedly living just as they 
have always lived, but rather that now they must fight—they must 
not let sin go on reigning unopposed over their daily life, but must 
revolt in the name of their rightful ruler, God, against sin’s usurping 
rule.”  Cranfield

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 



Joshua 24:14-15

“Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put 
away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the LORD. “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose 
for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your 
fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.”  



Romans 6:12-13

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 

13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to 
sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.
✓ Presenting:  “to put yourself at sin’s disposal”

imperative

imperative



James 1:13-15 “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 
am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt 
anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried 
away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is 
accomplished, it brings forth death.”

Romans 13:14 “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make NO provision 
for the flesh in regard to its lust.”



When it comes to sin:

1. You MUST not let it Reign (v. 12)
2. You MUST not Serve it (v. 13a)
3. You MUST serve God instead (v. 13b-14)



Romans 6:12-14

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 

13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to 
sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under 
law but under grace.



Present yourselves to God

Joshua 24:1  “Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called 
for the elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and 
they presented themselves before God.”

1 Kings 18:15  “Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will 
surely show myself to him today.”

2 King 5:16  “But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will take 
nothing.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused.”

Job 1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.”

Deut. 31:14  “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, the time for 
you to die is near; call Joshua, and present yourselves at the tent 
of meeting, that I may commission him.” So Moses and Joshua 
went and presented themselves at the tent of meeting.”



Romans 6:12-14

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its lusts, 

13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to 
sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under 
law but under grace.



When it comes to sin:

1. You MUST not let it Reign (v. 12)
2. You MUST not Serve it (v. 13a)
3. You MUST serve God instead (v. 13b-14)



Round it all out

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Now 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”

Gal 5:19-25  “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, 
factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, 
that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.


