
Chapter 4:18-25



5 Characteristics of 

Abraham's faith
We should seek to emulate

1.  Hopes against hope (v. 18)
2.  Does not weaken when faced with our own inability (v. 19)
3.  Does not waver in unbelief but grows stronger in trials (v. 20)
4.  Glorifies God (v. 20)
5.  Is fully assured in the promises of God (v. 21)



Romans 4:18-25

18  In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a 
father of many nations according to that which had been 
spoken, “SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS BE.” 

19  Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, 
now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, 
and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 

20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew 
strong in faith, giving glory to God, 

21  and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 

22  Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

23  Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 

24  but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 
of our justification.
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Ezekiel 37:1-10

“The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out by the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; and it 
was full of bones. He caused me to pass among them round about, and 
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley; and lo, they 
were very dry. He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.” 

Again He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD.’ “Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter you that you may come to life. ‘I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, 
cover you with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know that I 
am the LORD.’ ” So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a 
noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, 
and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say 
to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
on these slain, that they come to life.” ’” So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they came to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 
army.



1 Peter 1:3-7

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the 
proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 
perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
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2 Corinthians 4:16

“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For 
momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 
glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are NOT seen;”



Jonah 2:2ff

Then Jonah prayed and said, ““I called out of my distress to the 
LORD, And He answered me. I cried for help from the depth of 
Sheol; You heard my voice. “For You had cast me into the deep, Into 
the heart of the seas, And the current engulfed me. All Your 
breakers and billows passed over me. 

“So I said, ‘I have been expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward Your 
holy temple.’ “Water encompassed me to the point of death. The great deep engulfed me,
Weeds were wrapped around my head. “I descended to the roots of the mountains. The 
earth with its bars was around me forever, But You have brought up my life from the pit, O 
LORD my God. “While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, And my prayer came to 
You, Into Your holy temple. “Those who regard vain idols Forsake their faithfulness, But I will 
sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay. Salvation is 
from the LORD.”



Romans 4:20-25

20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 

21  and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was 
able also to perform. 
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23  Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 

24  but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 
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Isaiah 46:8-11

“Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind, you transgressors. 
“Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the 
beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, 
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good 
pleasure’; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose 
from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have 
planned it, surely I will do it.”
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20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 
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25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 
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Mark 9:23-24

23  And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If You can?’ All things are possible to 

him who believes.” 

24  Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; 

help my unbelief.”
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Daniel 3:15-18

“Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all 
kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I 
have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will 
immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing 
fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my 
hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. “If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and 
He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. “But even if He does not, let it be 
known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the 
golden image that you have set up.”
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Romans 4:22-25

22  Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

23  Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 
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25  He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 
of our justification.
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