
Chapter 4:9-17



The just shall live by faith

Romans 4:9-17

1) Not by circumcision (vv. 9-12)

2) Not by keeping the Law (vv. 13-15)

3) But solely by grace through faith (vv. 16-17)



Romans 4:9-17

9  Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? 
For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 

11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the 
father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness 
might be credited to them, 

12  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 
follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 
13  For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was 
not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 
14  For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 
15for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation. 
16  For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the 
promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but 
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 
17  (as it is written, “A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the presence of Him 
whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does 
not exist.



Romans 4:9-12

9  Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? 
For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 

11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being 
circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 

12  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 
follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 



Early Church/law and grace

• Peter in Acts 10 (vision)

• Acts 15:1-11 “Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the 
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved.” And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension 
and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas 
and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and 
elders concerning this issue. 



Early Church/Law and grace

• Gal 5:1-6 “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore

keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of 

slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive 

circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. And I testify 

again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under 

obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from 

Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have 

fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit, by faith, are 

waiting for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but 

faith working through love.”



Early Church/Law and grace

• Gal 6:12-16 “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh 

try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be 

persecuted for the cross of Christ. For those who are circumcised 

do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you 

circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. But may it never 

be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, 

but a new creation. And those who will walk by this rule, peace 

and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”



Romans 4:9-12

9  Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? 
For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 

11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being 
circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 

12  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also 
follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 



When was Abraham circumcised?

• Abraham is saved in Gen. 15:6
✓ Uncircumcised

• God makes a covenant with Abraham in Gen. 15:18
✓ Uncircumcised.

• Abraham isn’t circumcised until Gen. 17:24
✓ Over 14 years later (some say more)
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